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Wetlands: Organizers pleased with progress, look ahead to more

Continued from Page 1

At the considerably larger Otter
Point site, croews with Henderson
Land Services systematically took the
fand apart: clearing out dredge spoils,
tearing up most of the existing land-
scape to brning down the elevation,
carving out historic channels and
beginning construction on a massive
dike.

Now, Otter Point is i the end of
the first phase of its fwo- phase devel-
opment. Project managers Matt Van
Liss, with CREST, and Carla Cole,
with the National Park, couldn’t be
happier. “This is a major milestone,”
Van Fss said, looking arpund at the
still very muddy site, the tidal chan-
nels hordered with salvaged woody
debris, "(Fhis is) three years of desigm
work and permitting.”

The project had several setbacks,
including concerns frotn Warrenton
city officials and then the crash of a
simall single-engine plane on the site,
not to mention the sheer amount of
work it took 10 clear the grssy, wood-
ad area.

The Fort Columbia site has been
finished for several months and ready
scems to be (ulfilling ils purpose
although it's still too early to say for
SHIEL,

“In all our seines (nets), we caught
at least as many fish a5 we had last
vear so, already, it's o huge increase
in the amount of fish we're seeing,”
said April Cameron, a biologist and
ecologist with CREST. who is one of
three people actively monitoring the
Fort Columbia sife.

Since March, they have counted,
mnong other fish, 174 Chinook
salmon and 64 Coho.

The site monitors trap fish in nets
and weigh them and count them.
Thete is a PIT tag amay sef up. Using
this, monitors can track juvenile
salmon movement and behavior,
Cameron said. PIT-tagged fish can
provide monitors with a wealth of
information for comparison such as
the weight and length of a salmon at
the time it was tagged,

it's not atl about fish though, Site
nwonitors note down everything: how
the tides are affecting the landscape and
are carving out charmels, bringing in
debris, encouraging or discouraging
particular plant growth; what animats
are using the area and how they’re

ALEX PAJUNAS — The Daily Astarian

Survey flags mark out a site at Lewis and Clark National Historical Park's Otter Point restoration site where artifacts have been found. The
items found so far are likely not of great historical significance to the site.

using if.
The fist goes on.

“We're just beginning,” Cameron

sard.

LEFT: An excavator with Hen-
derson Land Services places a
tree stump in a tidal channel
that has been scooped out as
part of the restoration work at
Lewis and Clark National His-
torical Park’s Otter Point site on
June 29. The dike in the back-
gretund will be breached next
year, allowing water to flow into
the channel.

ALEX PAJUNAS — The Daily Astorian

Tsunami: Japanese communities will describe impact of bad weather

Continuved from 1

Wang, who wotks for the
Oregon Department of Geolo-
2y and Mineral industries and
leads the state’s efforts to
redoce earthguake risks, said
she also is seeking wanother
$200,000 frone other sourees for
the study.

The purpose, she suid, is
oy lewrn what happened and
how the Japanese are dealing
with rebuiiding and recovery.”

Infommation from the study
would be shared through work-
shops in Cregon, Washington,
California and British
Columbia where the Cascadia
tault Tine lies, Wang said,

A member of the seismic
safety commission, Wang
asked the commission to sup-
port the proposal, but the com-
missioners sald they didn’t
have enough information about
the project 1o provide thal sup-
port.

Wing sard she would sub-
mit the proposal to the Casca-
dia Region Earthquake Work-
group next week without the
COMMILESION'S SUPPoLT,

Her proposal ealls for com-
panny specific Japanese cities
with Oregon cities, based on
populition, geography and eco-
nomic base. The pairings pro-
posed are:

+ Ofunto, Japan, pared with
Astoria; Ofunto’s population

18 19,073, At lenst 314 people
died in the disaster and 150
are missing, cqualing 2.4 per-
cent of the population. Ofun-
to has a fishing industry and a
port.

» Rikuzen-Takata, Japan
with Secaside/Gearhart; Of
16.64) Rikuzen-Tokata resi-
dents. 1,306 died and 652 we
missing, totaling 13 pereent.
One-thind of the city's employ-
ees were lost, Some news
repotts said the town had baen
almost complerely flattened,

= Onagawa, Japan with
Cannen Beach: Onagawa lost
12.8 percent of its 8048 resi-
dents: 479 ae dead and 355 ane
nussing. Waves reached 49 feet
high there and spread (wo-
thirds of a mile inland. Of the
town's 25 designated cvacuu-
fion sites, 12 were inundated.

* Kesennuma with New-
port: Al least 937 people are
dead and 538 are missing,
exualing 3.7 percent of this
port cify's population of
40,331, Fishing and assoctat-
ed industries make up about
85 pervent of the city’s jobs.

Information brought back
from visits to these towns and
discussions with cmergency
managers there could be incor-
porated into “resiliency” plans
being preparad by the seismic
safety commission to keep
Oregon sade, Wang said.

The Orcgon Legislature

adopted House Resolution 3
during the 2011 session,
reiiring the seismic commis-
sion 1o oversee the state’s
efforts to winforce schools and
other buildings for potential
carthquakes and (o provide
SZENCy transportation routes
und energy supply networks.
The cormmission is required to
submit an “Oregon Resilience
Plan” to the Legislature by
Feb. 28, 2013.

Trip considered

If the study is funded, those
who would travel to Japan
wclude Wang: state Rep. Deb-
bie Boone, D-Cannon Beach,
amember of the seismic com-
mission and the sponsor of HR
A: Jay Raskin, agchitect and
former Cannon Beach mayor
who has proposed that the city
build a tsunwmi evacuation
building; Allison Pyrch, an
engineer with expertence in
post-disaster design and anal-
ysis; Carel Skowron, repre-
senting Metey Corp, an orga-
nizalion working on mecovery
eftorts in Japan: and an Amer-
ican Red Cross representative,
vet to be detennined.

Wang, who recently visited
the devastated area in Japan,
joined two other members of
the seismic comnussion who
had made similar visits.

Al three told stories of see-
ing destroved buildings,

bridges, oil and gas facilities,
schools and hospitals. They
stiowed slides of some build-
ings that remained standing,
mcluding a five-story rein-
torced concrete building that
acted as an evacuation building.
Although debris reached the
third story of the five-story
building, peopie made it to the
roof. When the waves reached
the wof, some were saved by
holding onto the railing of a
steel guardrail. But survivors
were there for days without
emiergency supplies, food or
water. They were exposed to
freczing femperatures and
SIOW,

Kent Yu, a seismic come-
mission member and a struc-
tural engineer, showed slides of
toppled buildings, destroyed
ports and a bay filled with
wooden debris from houses
and other buildings.

Some people chose not to
evacuate for several reasons,
Yu said. They may have lost
electrical power and comimu-
nications systerns and couldn’
hear the waming, they couldn’t
move guickly because of dis-
abilities or they thought they
were in 4 safe rone and the
tsunami wouldn't reach them.

The local govermments In
some coastal cities were
“decapitated,” the commis-
sioners said, with the destruc-
tion of govemment buildings

CMH: Technical staff commended for work

Continued from Page 1

has also upgraded to an electronic system

They have {o get there.”

Rivers noted there are now more com-
puters at CMH than employees — a trend

and loss of records, as well as
the deaths of city officials. Sur
viving residents had no way
to register for any services thal
could be provided. Temporay
housing was unavidlable for at
feast 40.000 to 30,000 peo-
ple.

[n addition, resinetive pr-
vy laws preventing the release
of medical information meant
that social service workers
coiild not obtain medical data
on al least 20,0660 people with
disabilities needing medica-
tion or other help, said Jay
Wilson, a hazard mitigarion
coordinator for Clackumas
County in Oregon City.

All three commissioners
described the massive amounts
of debris (hat piled up duing
the tsunami. Some observers
have estimated there are 29
million tons of vehicles, oil
tanks, wood from houses, steel
frames from office buildings
and boats Wttering the portion
of Japan's coastal area hit by
the disaster.

“This trip really affected
me,” Wilson sad. “Walking
throngh 12 communities, what
we saw was harrowing, Tt was
i post-apocal yptic landscape.

“ had to intemally face the
{act that this is going to hap-
pen to us someday,” he said.

o monitor pharmacy refrigerator tem-
peratures.

€710 Brik Thorsen said the hospital
had nuade technology a focus and a vision
more than 15 years ago, improving its

that won’t be going away anytime soon
with the rising vse of smart phones.
Security will always be an issue, he
added, but part of their award recognizes
the security and protection of the system,

To read about the Most Wired hos-
pitals in America, log on to
www.hhnmostwired.com/hhnmost
wired_app/index.jsp

infonnation technology (1TY department,.
and support stafl. He said he's pleased IT
staff members are getting recognition
now when most of their work is done

hehind the scenes,

“This is a huge accomplishment and
we knew we could, when we started, get
te this point, hiving staff with the same
vision and focus,” Thorsen said. “Now
the whole field just needs to get there.

Rivers said.

and their efforts to keep those locked.
“Ax we grow, the potential is always
there. But we're being proactive and
that’s part of the award. It puts the spot-
light on vs to be even mote proactive,”

Other small and rural Northwest hos-
pitals recognized include Coulee Medi-
cal Center in Grand Coulee, Wash,, Lin-
coln Hospital in Davenport, Wash., Mid-

Valley Hospital in Omak, Wash., and St,
Elizabeth Hospital in Enumclaw, Wash.

The awards will be presented at the
Amertcan Hospital Association’s Lead-

ership Summit in San Diego, Calif.,

next week. Rivers, Thorsen, IT Munag-
er Tom Winter and Randy Stemper,
chairman of the hospital beard, will be
attending the conference.

Waich for North Coast news on the Web at www.dailyastorian.com

and Seaside-Sun.com

TOWN HALL MEETINGS

Sunday, July 17, 2011

Review of the 2011 Session

with vour respective Legislators

A

9am-10:30am Astoria Town Hall

The Red Building Loft
20 Basin Street
Astoria, OR 97103

11am — 12:30pm Seaside Town Hail
Seaside City Hall
Council Chamber
989 Broadway
Seaside. OR 97138

2:00 - 3:30pm Tillamook Town Hall

Tillamook County Fairgrounds
4603 East Third Street
Tillamook, OR  97141-0455

4:30pm - 6pm  Pacific City Town Hall

Kiwanda Center
34600 Cape Kiwanda Dr.
Pacific City, OR 97135

For more information call John Helm 503.543 4046

a

Firefighters train

t Camp Rilea

Summer football
on the coast

—
—
A -
—
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Tearing down the past builds
“healthier future for wetlands

o

ALEX PAJUNAS — The Daily Astorian

From left, Carla Cole, the natural resource project manager at Lewis and Clark National Historical Park, Matt Van Ess, habitat restora-
tion pregram coordinator with Columbia River Estuary Study Taskforce, and Matt Koozer and Armando Garcia, both with Hen-
derson Land Services, survey the surroundings at the park’s Otter Point restoration site June 29. Much of the iand has been cleared
with woody debris being salvaged to add complexity and improve water and habitat quality along tidal channels.

National Park Service restores sites at Otter Point, Fort Columbia

By KATIE WILSON
Fhe Dailv Asrorian

ast year. bathy sifes

looked like war

sones, with o violent

uprooting ol troes
and plants, torn ground, mud
everywhere,

Toduy, Otter Point (Lowis
and Clark National Hisrorical
Park in Astoria) and a site o
Fort Colunibia (in Washingion)
are Jooking more how staff from
the National Park Service and
the Columbia River BEstuary
Study Taskforce (CRESTY envi-
sioned they wonld mourhs and
months ago.

“eowas pretty seary there
frest,” sard CREST Threcror
Micah Russell about Ctier Point.
“Now you can really visualize
what the wetlands are gomng to
look ke,

Both projects, intended (o
benefit salmon, involve the rein-
troduction of tdal How across
hisioric wetland arews.

With the federal push to pro-
tect salmon, restoration projects
like those at Fort Columbia and
Otter Point are getting more
attention. The data collected ar
Fort Columbia, for instance, will
be valuable in guiding projects s
the site monitors fook at how
salmon respond o and benelit
from the reopened habitat.

Multiple goals are folded nto
the projects: restoration of his-
tovical wetland that has (in some
cases) been cul off from the water
tor decades, habitat and wildhife
preservation, and quality of hife
for nearby human populations.

Reopening the wetlands by
breaching a dike at Otter Point
means the city of Warenton 1s
getting o new dike. Built on the
National Park Service's dine, it
wil} be the only dike in a sprawi-

T 7 ;¥

Phote courtesy of CREST
Nets set up by monitors at a Fort Columbia tidal restoration site in Washington capture pass-
ing fish and hold them for counting and information collection. The data gathered at the site could
be valuable as organizations and the federal government seek to enhance and protect salmon

habhital.

Ing and incicasingly wom-out
systen that will he constracted o
the new LS. Anny Corps of
Engineers” standids,

At Fort Columbii, retuming
the wetlands o their originad
state will probably {and 1o a cer-
bain degree already has) cut down
an tlooding Issues in that aren.

But {or all the poiential ben-
efits, restorution work can Jook
destructive in the beginning
sHlges,

At Form Colunbia, bringing
hack the water et major work
uit o major ghway: replacing
smd] 24-1nch culvert under U5,
Highway 101 with a mussive | 2-
foot-by- 1 2-1oof calvert.

See WETLANDS, Page 14

ALEX PAJUNAS — The Daily Astorian
Woody debris lies along the banks of a tidal channel dug into
the Otter Point restoration site at Lewis and Clark National His-
toricai Park. Most of the wood was salvaged from the park
property as the site was being cleared.

Coast cities
may link
with Japan
on tsunami
research

Plan calls for pairing Oregon
Coast cities with Japanese
cities struck by tsunami

By NANCY McCARTRY
The Datly Astorian

CANNON BEACH In an effort to
“leam by example.” four coastal cities may be
paired with four Japanese cities to determine
how to prepare for — and recover from — 4 mas-
sive earthquake and tsunami.

A state geotechnical cogineer., Yumel
Wang, is seeking funds to enable state and
local representatives from Oregon to study
how four Japanuse cities are recovering from
Japan's massive earthguake and tsunami on
March 11.

Wang told the Oregon Seismic Safety
Policy Advisory Commission, which et
in Cannon Beuwch Monday, that she would
request $20,000 from the Cascadia Region
Earthquake Workgroup to help pay for six
people to trivel to fapan.

They would study recovery efforts in four
cities that are similar in population and geog-
rphy to Astona, Seaside, Cannon Beach and
Newport.

The workgroup 1s a nonprofit coatition of
private and public representalives working
to help communities throughout the Casca
dia Region reduce the effects of earthequakes
and refated hazards, such as tsunami.

See TSUNAMI, Page 14

CMH reported
as ‘most wired’
hospital by

U.S. magazine

Facility is the only one

in Oregon selected

By CHELSEA GORROW
The Dailv Avrorian

Columbia Memotial Hospital stafl have
put themselves on the map again. This time,
s a map of the nation.

In the July issuve of Hospiials & Health
Networks - a nationwide magazine — CMH
wus named one of the “most wired” hospitals
on the “small and rarat™ scafe in the country
for their technology-savvy facility.

It was the only

ON THE NET hospital listed -
of any size - in the

state of Oregon,
“I think it just

shows the direc-
fiop, not just in

To read about the
most wired hospitals
in America, log to

www.hhnmostwired. .
com/hhnmostwired | technology but in
_appfindex.jsp everything, that

we’'re headed.”
said CMH Chief
Financitad Offiver Guy Rivers, "“We're an
award- winning facility in not just medical
care, but everything.”

The award was given 1o hospitals that
showed big technotogical improvements and
refiance, such as ordering medications elec-
tronicalty and digital record keeping, both in
practice at CMH.

The hospital was singled out, in par,
because of iy expanded technology i the
phamaacy . It has upgraded and added utomat-
ed dispensing cabinets, reducing medication
errors and reducing the number of after-hovr
enitics hy nurse supervisors. The hospital

See CMH, Puage 14

Seaside Council raises city manager’s pay

Broadway Park fieid may go
without lights for a while

By NANCY McCARTHY
The Dariv Astoriun

SEASIDE Seastde City Manager
Mok Winstaniey will reesive a 5.1 - percent
raise this yvear affer not aceepting rdses for
several years,

Mayor Pon Larson recommended the
ragse, which the City Council approved

unanimously at # meeting Monday aight.
Winstanley's monthly pay will increase
from 58,1604 to $8.538, effective Tuly 1.
Lirson suggested that a 4.2-percent
adjusement be added (o the 0.9-percent cost-
ol-living increase required by his contract.
With the layoft of the city's finance
director and the partiaf getirement of human
resources Director Trish Downey. who is
now inder contract for 40 hours a inonth,
Winstanfey has "assumed major addition-
al responsibifities, which were not in the
scope of his regubar duties,” the mayor said.

"“There is no question in my mind that
he deserves an adjustment in pay,” Lason
said.

In other business, the City Council
tearned that bids for work on Broadway
Park came in higher than anticipated and
that the installation of Hghts will have to
be delayed. It will cost another $200,000
to $250,000 to install the tield lights, said
Public Works Digector Neal Wallace.

“We propose to build the new ficld,

See SEASIDE, Page 2

Mark Winstanley
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Book bins
are run by -

for-profit
company

Area library supporters g
fear they'li lose out on :
donated books to the big
blue collection bins

By D.K. ROW
FHIE R EGONTAN

Big biue bing popping np around
Oregon, s far, are labelod “Books
for Charity” Botmost of ihe booksdo
not land in the hands ol nonprofits
or HEeriey groups.

The hins are managed by a for-
prolif company. Thrift Recyeling
Munagement, which ships the
vooks o its headquarters in Lake-
wood, Wash,, for sorting. Tuift sclis
25 percent at online websites sueh
as Anuzon, pulps abowt 50 pereent
and hands the rennining 25 percert
fo nonprofits.

Local groups sucias Iriends of the
Tualatin Public Libeary say the bing
are deceptive and wili anfairly si-
pho Books from nonprofie eliors,

I doesn't guite ring rae, does
it said Nan Bogdan, neasurer of
the Tiaditin library group, which be-
gan notictng a decline in book dona-
tions sevoeral woeeks ago, about the
tine Thriti Heeyeling began plac-
ing bins in Oregan. "' disimayed.
[hat’s talking advintage of donations
that should go entirely to Hiraries or
schools.”

Ross Laybourn, the retired for-
mer head of the charities division
at the Oregon Deparlment of us-
tice, agrees the bins could be seen
as tdeceptive because Thrift is act-
g os afundiakaer but doese’ make
that clear.

“If you spend time looking at the
bins, ts it clear that its being collected
by a for-profit company?™ Lavhiourm
asked. “Its like when o telemarketer
calls fur a contribution by tefephone.
They ave supposed o make a diselo-
sure (hat they are the professiona
fundraising firm calling on behalf
of ¢ charily.”

Layhourn savs Theitls close rela-
tionship o the nonprofit thet man-
ages Uy book distribulion to charities,
Keading Tree, might rafse coneerns.

“ always got alitde nervous where
vou have this intertwining of a4 pro-
profit and a nonprofit beneficiary,” |
e said. “Are these two organizations |
totadly dependent on cach other?” :

Clizabeth Grant, ciarrent head
of the charities division, said she

Ploase see BOOKS, Page AO

Obama says advisers
were divided on raid

President Barack Gbana

said he faced sharply divided
advice and whal he considered
barely better-than-cven odds
of success when he ordered
the comnmando raid that killed
al-Qaida leader Osama bin
Laden | A4
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The absence of hard survival data poses a
major obstacle to the government’s 10-year
dam operation plan for the Columbia basin

-]
byl P T

o

By SCOTT LEARN
THEOREGONIAN

CIINOOK, Wash, —

his past winter, restorvation workers
punched a 12-foot concrete culvert through
the rock riprap that lines the Columbia
River near the ocean and waited for fishto
hitwetlands walled off for a century.

‘They didao't have to wait long.

{m March 15, the first check, biologists counted
20 juvenile salmon. On April 29, the count totaled

723, miostly chinook and chum.

Sunday

In a long-running lawsuit, WS, District Judge James A
Redden has already shot down two government plans
for dam operations in the Columbia River basin, Today
in Portland he holds what could be the final hearing
on a third plan to operate the dams yet comply with
Endangered Species Act protection of seven salmon
and steethead runs above Bonneville Dam.

@

‘Fhat’s the kind of success story operators of the
Columbia basin's federal hydropower dams need

a whole [ot more of, Their 10-year dam operations
plan, under the skeptical eye of U.S, District Judge
James A Redden, banks heavily on habitat improve-
ments to bolster seven threatened rung of wild
salmon and sieelhead that begin life above Bonn-

eville Dam.

[i's probably the biggest restoration effort in the
traton, from the Columbia’s mouth o tributaries
deep into castern Ovegon, Idahe and Washington. f
itworks, it could help lift the fish off the endangered
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To read coverage from today's court
case and to read past stories:
oregonlive.com/fenvironment

gpecies list, dim the spotlight on dams and reduce
demands for Snake River dam removal.

But transtating the effort into hard fish survival
numnbers that will satisfy the court is another story.

The government's plan predicts specific increases
in fish survival, even though it's notoriously tough to
meastre benefits of habitat changes. Projects take a
long tirhe to put together and, in many cases, along
time to bear results. And the work is off to a slower

Please see FISH, Page AS
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ABOVE | To document results,
April Cameron and Jason

Ndamukong Suh cruises through his hemetown in a new Chrysier 300 in an ad preduced by Wieden+Kennedy. That's
Suh hugging his real mom in front of his reat chilidhood home in Portiand. The spot ends with “Show where you are going
without forgetting where you are from.”

A car ad from tough, gritty ... Portland

NFLs Ndamukong Suh
returns to his local roots in
a W+K piece for Chrysler

By ALLAN BRETTMAN
THE OREGONIAN

When Wieden+Kennedy went look-
ing for a Detroit professional athlete 1o
persunify the Chrysler brand, it didn't
need to look much further than its own
backyard.

Ndamukong Sulbys rise from humble
beginnings in Northeast Portland to

Watch the commercial at
oregonlive.com/business

hig-time success with the Detiot Lions
personified the message the advertising
agency wanted to convey: Hard work,
character, gratitude. Allin 68 seconds.
In “lmported from Detroit — Home-
coming,” the Grant High School grad
navigates a Chrysler 300 sedan through
Portland asimages of his childhood and
hometown [lash across the screen to the
Geto Boys' instrumental “G-Code.”
The commercial, one of a series Port-

land-based W+K produced for the ULS,
automaker, debuted April 28 during the
NEL draft broadcast. It makes Portland
ook every bit as tough as Eminenys De-
troit. The rapper’s “Born of Fire” was
used in the fivst ad, which debuted drr-
ing the Super Bowl, and it has since
chalked up more than 10 million views
onYouTube.

Wieden+ Kennedy represents some
of the most recognizable brands in the
world, including Nike, Coca-Cela and
Lovi’s. lts “Smell Like a Man, Man” cam-
paign for Old Spice was a major hit,

Please see WK, Page AN0
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Smith, biologists with the
Columbia River Estuary Study
Taskforce, catch, count and
release juvenile salmon at a
tidal restoration project near
Chinook, Wash. The project,
which included opening a
channe! of water under U.S.
101, restored 96 acres of
wetlands in the Chinook River
watershed.

TOP | Biologist April Cameron
measures a juvenile chinook
salmon netted at the Fort
Columbia prgject. Thousands
of acres of wetiands,
important saimon and
steelhead feeding grounds,
have been cut off from the
lower Columbia River by
fevees and floodgates.
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More on
“Homecoming"
Hera's some trivia

on the Chrysler 300
television commercial
starring Detroit Lions
star Ndamuiong Suh,
a Grant High Schoaol
graduate:

Background
music: The Gelo
Boys' "G-Code”
{instrumentai)

The tavern: Biliy
Ray's Neighborhood
Dive, 2216 N.E. Martin
Luther King Jr. Blvd.

The mural: On
Northeast Martin
Luther King Jr.
Boulevard

Reggie's Barber
Shop: 2216 N.E. Martin
L.uther King Jr. Blvd.

License plates: The
Michigan plates, KD
SIB, are props.

Suh’s car: Chrysler
will give him access to
a 300 if he wants one,
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A demonstrator holds a sign reading “Stop! No more Blood"
during a march against drug-gang vielence Sunday in Mexico
City. The 50-mile march began Thursday in Cuernavaca.
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20,000 march
against violence

An anti-violence march
that began in a central state
with a few hundred people
and gathered thousands over
a four-day trek reached Mex-
ico’s capital Sunday, led by a
poet whose son was killed by
suspected drug traffickers.

An estimated 20,600 peo-
ple powed inte the main Zo-
calo square in Mexico City,
wearing white I-shirts say-
ing “enough bloodshed”
and carrying photos of poet
Javier Sicilias slain son.

Atew hundred people
set off from Cuernavaca in
the central stale of More-
los on Thursday, marching
silently along the 50-mile
route. City officials said the
march swelled to at least
20,000 after the bulk of pro-
testers foined in Mexico City.
altheugh some media re-
ported tens of thousands
naore.,

Gruesome violence has
surged in the region south-
west of Mexico City since
drug kingpin Arturo Beltran
Leyva died in a December
2009 shootout with ma-
rines in Cuernavaca, lead-
ing 1o the splintering of his
cartel. Rivals have routinely
hung mutilated bodies from
bridges along highways con-
necting Mexico City, Cuer-
navaca and the Pacific resort
city of Acapulco.

Simnilar turf fighting has
claimied more than 34,600
lives nationwide since Pres-
ident Felipe Calderon de-
ployed thousands of troops
and federal police in late
2006 to intensify the battle
against brutal cartels. An un-
precedented number of drug
bosses have been captured
or killed, leading to a splin-
tering of their cartels and
tierce infighting over terri-
oLy,
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Abbas asks for help
in retaining U.S. aid

President Mahmoud Ab-
has of the Palestinian Au-
thority beseeched a group

of visiting American Jews
on Sunday to urge Congress
not to cut off hundreds of
millions of dollars in aid as
aresult of his recent unity
agreement with Hatnas, the
Islamist group that controls
(raza.

“We need your help with
Congress,” Abbas told the
visitors from J Strect, a group
that calls itself pro-Israel
and pro-peace. “] hear ru-
mors that Hamas will be in
the West Bank, or that it will
share authority here. This
will not happen. The new
governiment will comply
with my policies, and I am
against terror and viclence.”

Jeremy Ben-Ami, presi-
dent of ] Street, said he
would “hring back to Wash-
ington the moessage that this
may be the last opportu-
nity with a Palestinian leader
willing to say yes to peace
with [srael.”

Ben-Ami said he would
urge the White House to of-
fer a plan to create a Pales-
tinian state based on the
1967 lines with agreed-upon
land swaps and request that
Israel pause West Bank set-
tlement building for two to
three months.

Lun Juan, Puerio Bice

Spending plan aimed
at mountain towns

Puerto Rico's governor said
Sunday that remote towns
across the Caribbean island’s
central mountain range
would receive $637 million
worth of upgrades to water
systems, schools, hospitals,
farms and athletic fields.

Gov. Luis Fortuno said the
money will boost social and
economic development in
communities across the Cor-
dillera Central, a long spine
of mountains that traverses
Puerto Rico from east 1o
west. He said the mountain
towns are the heart of the
U.S. territory but have his-
torically been underfunded.

Fortuno will travel to 11
municipalities in the moun-
tainous interior this week.
His office said the first stop
today will be the western
town of Las Marias.

- FrOm WK reports
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than cxpected stait,

If it doesn’t pay off, the
region risks losing ground
on its thin runs of wild
fish.

Prioritizing
projects

The culvert near Chi-
nook, just east of the Asto-
ria-Megler Bridge, shows
the pitfalls and promise of
habitat work.

Wetlands provide a stop
foryoung fish migrating to
the ocean, a feeding spot
that's serely lacking on the
lower river.

It also took six years to
execute the $950,000 proj-
ect. Along the way, towns-
people in Chinook vetoed
a larger project because
of concerns about flood-
ing. And the full 96 acres
of wetlands won't be avail-
able untit tidewaters carve
new channels.

“These projects are hard
to pull oft.” agrees MattVan
Ess, habitat restoration co-
ordinator with the Colum-
bia River Estuary Study
Taskforce, which spear-
headed the job.

Buf new expert panels
are helping single out proj-
ectsthat get themost bang
for the buck, Van Ess says,

And extra money from
the Bonneville Power Ad-
ministration, which sells
power from the dams, has
dramatically increased the
work: The BPA plans to
spend at least $45 million
a year on habitat projects
through 2017.

Accords with five North-
west tribes and the state of
Washington added hun-
dreds of millions more
dollars for habitat improve-
ments for a decade.

The reliability of that
cash allows the region to
string together larger, more
effective projects, not just
“postage stamp” efforts
that happen to be con-
venient, says Bob Rose of
Yakama Nation Fisheries.

“We can really priori-
tize,” he says. “That is so
fundamentally different

1]

now.

Behind
schedule

The jobisabigone: Biol-
ogists estimate 90 percent
of the basin’s salmon and
steelhead habitathasbeen
lost or degraded.

And the BPA and the
Army Corps of Engineers
are behind original projec-
tions for habitat work from
2007 to 2009,

In the lower Columbia
and its estuary, where salt
and fresh water mingle,
they delivered only a quar-
ter of the survival benefits
expected for those years.
Through 2018, the plan be-
fore Redden pledges up to
9 percent estuary survivat
increases.

In tributaries, initial re-
ports showbenefitsJagging
for just under half the pop-
ulations measured. The
plan before Redden prom-
ises double-digit habitat
survival increases for 11 of
the 77 tributary popula-
tions tracked by 2018,

Plaintifls in the salmon
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That’s simple hypnosis. The power of suggestion to activate your subconscious mind.

Isr't it amazing that when we picture something in our mind, our senses actas if it were real? Studies have shown
that when professional athletes visualize their game it can be more effective than actually practicing. That is the
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lawsuit, including Gregon
and the Nez Perce, say habitat
work should come on top of
more surefire dam improve-
ments, from increased spill
and flow to drawing down
reserveirs.

“If they're not delivering
now, how can anyone expect
they're going to deliver on the
even bigger proinises they're
hanging their hat on?” says
Steve Mashuda, an Earthjus-
tice attorney representing
conservation groups,

BPA and corps officials plan
to catch up on the promised
habitat work by 2013. They've
contracted for hundreds of
projects, their lawyers say,
from stream restoration Lo
buying water rights, If projec-
tions pan out, by 2013 they'l
hit tributary hahitat improve-
ment targets for 2018 for one-

from habitat changes are just
estimates; there’s no guaran-
tee they'll actually boost wild
fish populations. Problems
from dam operations to warm
streams to poor ocean condi-
tions can defeat river habitat
improvements, for the far-
ranging fish.

And biologists inside and
outside government agree
that scientific proof of sur-
vival benefits from habitat
improvements is scant.

IHabitat improvement is im-
portant, says Robert Hughes,
a senior researcher with the
Amnis Opes Institute in Cor-
vallis.

“But frankily no one has
been able to prove it's suc-
cessful,” he says. “Quite often
fish just move from some-

place else to the place you've
improved.”

The Natienal Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration
Fisheries Service has boosted
long-termuresearch to connect
productivity increases to hab-
itat changes. Meantime, proj-
ect selection will be steered by
research that shows salmon
theive i certain habitat, such
as sediment-free spawning
gravel.

Redden is tuned in. In a
hearing today, he wants at-
tormeys to address whether
survival projections are based
on “independent, reliable and
scientifically verifiable infor-
mation.”

-
Scott Ledari: 503-294-7657
slearntnes.oregoiiarn.com

third of the populations.

in part, delays came from
tapping specialists to scru-
tinize project proposals, the
BPA says. The plan before
Redden locks in porformance
targets for habitat, says Stele

Wright, the BPA's administra-*{ |

tor, and expert panels will hold
the agency accountable,

“There’salot of incentive to
get this right,” he says.

Dam improvements are al-
ready extensive, he says, and
the BPA can't justify the costs
to ratepayers of ambitious
habitat work if it doesn’t get
legal credit.

Guessing
game

Restoration workers haven't
been sitting on their hands.
Since 2005, they've opened
more than a thousand acres
of estuary flood plain, for ex-
ampte, and revamped maore
than 5,000 acres of often de-
nuded stream side.

For wild spring chinook
in ldaho's upper Pahsim-
eroi River, restoration has in-
creased spawning and may
have already created the 41
percent habitatimprovement
projected in the 10-year plan,
an initigl review found.

“A federal judge has every
right to be skeptical,” says
Mike Edmondson with the
Idaho governor’s Office of Spe-
cies Conservation. “But when
you lock ar what’s happening
on the ground, you slecp bet-
ter at night.”

The potential legal prob-
lem: The survival increases

WACOAL FIGHT,
FOR THE CURE

Help knock out?meast cancer, Receive a complimentary fitting
in a Wacoal or b.tempt'd bra from a Waceal fit specialist at a
Fit for the Cure® event. For every wornan who participates®,
Wacoal will donate$2 to Susan G. Komen for the Cure for
" breast cancer outreach programs. Wacoal will also donate
" an additional $2 for every Wacoeal bra, shapewear plece or
b.tempt’d bra purchaset! at these events. For more
~ information, visit macys.com/specialevents

Call to schedule a fitting and join us 11am-5pm at
" Tanashourne Streets: Tues, May 10; 503-817-6997, ext. 2115,
. Clackamas Town Center: Thurs, May 12; 503-653-8811, ext. 5139,
. Washington Square: Fri, May 13; 503-620-3311, ext. 2157,
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a tote bag for your everyday essentials with your
Wacoal or b.tempt'd purchase of $80 or more.
One free tote bag per customer, while supplies

last, on the day of the event.

*Ne purchase necessary. For 2011, Wacoal will make a
minimum guaranteed donation of $250,000. Fit for the Cure™
is & registered trademark of Susan U, Komen for the Cure.
For breast heaith irformation, please visit wawwkomen ong

or call 1-877-GO-KOMEN.
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Jewelry Appraisal Event

May 18
Portland

A Bonhams Jewelry spedialist will be
visiting Portland to offer complirnentary
auction estimatas with a view to selling
at upcoming auctions in San Francisco,

l.os Angeles and New York.
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